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BY A M QUICK 


IX 


GUARDING THE TRUTH 
Thou shalt not bear false witness.” 


OD THROWS A GUARD of law around the truth. 
All lies violate this command, for it is by our 
words that we bear witness. 

Though false evidence on the witness stand, false 
statements intended to defraud, and slanderous lies may 
be the only ones punishable by the laws of the country, 
this law of God goes further and sets up a rigid stand- 
ard of honesty in speech and provides no excuse for vio- 
lating it. 

The ninth commandment may be broken by suppress- 
ing the truth when that suppression may injure another 
person’s property, life, or reputation. Our very silence in 
such a case is a false witnessing. 

Righteous men hate lying (Proverbs 13:5). Jesus de- 
scribes the devil as the “father of lies” (John 8:44). It is 
easy to see the working of that dark mind of unutterable 
evil in the world today. 

At the basis of much international trouble is the fact 
that one great political party, accepted as almost a re- 
ligion by multitudes, teaches that lies told in the interest 
of that system are not evil, but virtuous. 

Stalin-type Communism, as,did Naziism and Fascism, 
scorns the command of God. It is distrusted throughout 
the world. Who could depend on any treaty with Hitler 
or Mussolini? Who today can depend on any agreement 
with Stalin? 

These ideologies have developed lying into a fine art, 
introducing into international affairs a perpetual dis- 
trust, and making trustworthy agreements with the af- 
fected nations almost impossible. 

But parties are composed of individuals and truth is 
an individual responsibility. None can violate its law and 
escape retribution. Punishment comes naturally, ines- 
capably—it grows out of attitude and action. 

The Bible does not say God will send liars to the lake 
of fire (Revelation 21:8). It says all liars shall have 
THEIR PART in the lake of fire. It is their portion; they 
have earned it; they shall have it! 
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Editorials 


Charkes the One, 














E. J. Boehmer 


(A Personal Appreciation) 


has gone to his reward; and a great influence has 

been left to steer those who follow through diffi- 
cult places. On February 27, the earthly tabernacle of 
E. J. Boehmer was folded in death, and he slipped away 
to meet his Redeemer. Those of us who knew Brother 
Boehmer intimately know that it must have been a joy- 
ous meeting, for the fruits of his life bore ample evidence 
of his love for his Saviour, and the benevolent graces op- 
erating in his life gave testimony of the love Christ had 
for him. We know that a modern-day saint lived among 
us, and the lives of us all were enriched by our contact 
with him. 

Edward John Boehmer was a pioneer of the Pentecostal 
faith, and his influence and godliness has had few equals 
in the history of the faith. He was associated with the 
Pentecostal movement almost from the beginning of the 
latter-day outpouring. He received the Holy Ghost at the 
famous Azusa Street Mission, in Los Angeles in 1907, and 
on August 20, 1910, became a member and minister of 
the Church of God. His work has been fruitful, and the 
positions he has held make an impressive list. From 1917 
to 1918 he was overseer of Arkansas. For twenty-six 
years he was a member of the Council of Twelve; 1917- 
1941, and 1944. He was Associate Councillor three years; 
1942-43, and 1945. He served as a member of the Orphan- 
age Board from 1931-1934, and 1943; and a member of the 
Pension Board from 1929-1931. He was a member of the 
General Church Board of Trustees from 1938-1944. As 
important as these posts are, Brother Boehmer is best 
known for his long and faithful service as General Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, which position he held from 1921- 
1946. It is often related that during his twenty-five years 
in this office his work was so efficient that no one was 
ever nominated against him. 


HIGH POSITION means nothing unless it is 
parallelled by a corresponding depth of consecration. Not 
the positions held by our Brother Boehmer, nor the hon- 
ors heaped upon him, offer the conclusive proof that he 
was a great man—but rather his sterling character and 
magnanimous Christian spirit. I, personally, was never in 
his presence but what I felt cleaner and nobler and better 

y my contact with him. I never sought and received his 
ounsel but what I felt wiser and more able in handling 
the problems that confronted me. I never discussed the 
Scriptures with him without being inspired to deeper 
study and made hungry for a greater understanding of 
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God’s Word. In the last years of his life, I had occasion 
to be with him often, sought his counsel frequently, and 
discussed the Scriptures with him more times than I can 
remember. Whether we discussed the Scriptures in his 
study or in mine, on a street corner, over the telephone, 
or during a trip, I was constantly amazed by his endless 
wealth of knowledge and his profound understanding. He 
was a marvelous theologian, and no subject could be 
mentioned that he had not at sometime, during his rich 
and fruitful years, pondered over already. I do not sup- 
pose that even he could tell the number of times he had 
read his Bible through. 

Brother Boehmer was tireless in his search for knowl- 
edge of God. Even though he lived to be seventy-one years 
of age, he never grew old. Four years ago he discussed 
with me a theological study he was undertaking that I 
knew he could never live to complete. Yet, he had the 
enthusiasm of the most promising young minister and 
the energy of one in the full bloom of life. I never ceased 
to marvel at the freshness of his thinking and at his 
joyous excitement over a new thought or at new under- 
standing. 

Brother Boehmer sincerely loved young men and was 
ardently loved by young men. He never failed to give you 
a feeling of importance, coupled with a feeling of humili- 
ty and equaled by the sense that life is always worth 
while. He poured into the cup of young men generously of 
his wisdom, and spirit and yet none was ever aware of 
being taught. What Brother Boehmer did for men he did 
quietly and inconspicuously. You never realized that he 
had told you something, for he somehow made it seem 
that the idea had just occurred to you. So unassuming 
and unpretentious was his nature, and so modest was 
his speech and appearance that it is possible many never 
realized the full stature of this Christian soul. In all the 
years I knew him, I never heard him speak ill of any per- 
son, and never saw a deed or heard a word from him that 
would have justified anyone to speak ill of him. There was 
something about the way he addressed you with the words 
“My brother” each time he saw you that made you feel 
you were indeed his brother. 


BROTHER BOEHMER was an insatiable 
reader and possessed a considerable library. Often in our 
discussions he would mention a particular book he had 
desired for many years and was unable to find. One day, 
among a lot of used books, I found a copy of this title 
and got it for him, remembering how earnestly he desired 
it. A few days later he brought the book to me and asked 
me to keep it for him until he called for it again. I knew 
that this was his subtle way of giving the book to me, 
even though he desired it with all his heart. I objected to 
accepting it until he pressed it upon me with these words: 
“T am old now, and will not be here much longer; there- 
fore, I will not derive a great deal of benefit from it. You 
are young, and it will mean much to you—as much as it 
would have meant to me earlier. I would not keep some- 
thing that would do no one good but me, but prefer to 
pass it on to one who can use it to the benefit of others.” 
Those may not have been his exact words, but the mean- 
ing is there. That was the first time I ever heard him re- 
fer to himself as an old man and give any indication that 
he contemplated death. He was right, for death came 
soon after. 

In the last days of his life he was confined to his bed, 
but always urged his visitors to read the Scriptures with 


(Continued on page 6) 
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thing a little more concrete for Jesus? Yes, and just as 
ghe expected, she received. Thus came the words “I am 
he resurrection, and the life.” * 
Almost every casual reader will skim over this state- d 
ment, catching only the earlier thought concerning res- 
urrection. However, the greatest reference is to the over- 
all work of giving LIFE. No scientist, not one biologist, 
no magician nor seer, no modernist nor atheist can ex- 
plairt or perform a like miracle of the giving of life. The 
wizards of the modern school may copy every known mir- 
acle of the physical planets, even as the soothsayers of 
Egypt mocked and copied Moses. But let them stand at 
attention as the Master steps on the scene and performs 
in the very presence of earth’s most dreaded tragedy— 


death. 


wV1£ . 
TEXT: John 11:25, “I am the resurrection, and the 4 \e 
life.” 7 \ 
“an 2 \ \ . 
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for it is around this statement by Jesus the Lord 

that all the rest of our fundamental Christian 
faith revolves: It is this statement that has brought down 
the ire and antagonism ofthe atheists and the infidels 
of all the ages. The devil well knows that the under- 
mining of this truth could*crush the whole realm of 
Christian faith. Let us examine the words of Jesus and 
discover His ability to thwart the most skillful plans of 
Satan. In this story of epic import Jesus reveals Himself 
as the all-wise and all-powerful Master. 

Lazarus, one of the favorite hosts and closest friends 
of the Master, had just died. Almost it seemed that this 
passing of human life and the suffering of death was 
uncalled for, as Jesus actually lingered two full days: after 
hearing of the sickness of His friend before taking active 
interest in going to his rescue. Friends, is it not‘the same 
today? Doesn’t He who knows best seem, on occasion, to 
linger when it seems we need Him most? But, thank GOD, 
He knows just how much we.can bear and always ar- 
rives at the proper moment. 

Upon His arrival, when questioned by the sister of His 
friend, Jesus, undisturbed by the scene before Him, began 
to offer words of comfort to the mourning sister and tell 
her that Lazarus should live again. Imagine the surprise 
and disillusionment of Martha at hearing these words, 
for had not every Pharisee in the neighborhood told her 
the same comforting words? Could she not expect some- 


Sic: TEXT before us is one of extreme importance, 
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The modern scientists have beautifully smoothed over 
the Genesis record of creation of the earth and its crea- 
tures by advancing their theory of the earth’s being a 
small particle of burning, gaseous matter thrown off 
from the sun in ages gone by. Well, so what! Even if this 
were true, which the Bible denies, what a wonderful 
Christ we have who eould form life on the face of a red- 
hot, molten mass of matter which could not support its 
own, forces, but would have eventually burned out as 
some other meteor! Yet, He not only creates life, but 
creates the physical forces we need to exist and grow— 
“in him we live and move and have our very being.” 


IN THE OPENING verses of his book, John 
gives us the statement of creation: John 1:4, “In him 
was life.” Yes, He is the beginning of all life; even plant 
and marine life owe their own peculiar traits to His 
wonderful understanding of the needs of all creatures 
of creation to carry on their own life cycles. Therefore, 
in His statement to Martha, Jesus was taking her back 
down the paths of the ages and revealing to her and 
those standing by that He was the Son of God. As such, 
He was the Giver cf first life, and was able to give it 
again at any time He was so minded, and when it would 
be of the greatest glory to Himself and to the Father. 

Is it not true that the lessons we learn best are those 
which affect our own persons or the lives of those whom 
we love most tenderly? All the sermons or parables or il- 
lustrations which Jesus could have used would not have 
affected His disciples nearly so deeply as to have had on 
glimpse of this wonderful man standing in a cemetery 
amidst the remnants of past lives, weeping for the mul- 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Two Sisters of Bethany 


— one bothered about Lut, things and 
the other chose the better part 


By ROBERT HUMBERTSON 
Professor of Speech, Lee College 


Luke 10:38-42, “Now it came to pass, as they went, that 
he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman 
named Martha received him into her house. And she had 
a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and 
heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about much 
serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not 
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her 
therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and said 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things: but one thing is needful: and Mary 
hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her.” 


parable of the Good Samaritan. In the parable, 

man is a doer, heart and hand going out in the 
ministry of love; the story of Mary and Martha teaches 
us that man is also to be a receiver, waiting upon God, 
opening hand and heart for the inflow of His grace. In 
the parable, love is in action; in the story before us for 
study, love is at rest from activities of her own, in quest 
of further good. 

Luke gives no clue as to where the incident involving 
Mary and Martha occurred, but there can be no doubt 
that the Mary and Martha of John’s Gospel, of Bethany, 
are the Mary and Martha of Luke. Their characters, as 
well as their names, are identical. The home of these sis- 
ters, then, was in Bethany. It was a small town on the 
eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, about two miles 
from Jerusalem on the road to Jericho. It is the one place 
with which we associate more intimately than any other 
place the closing scenes of Christ’s life. In the house of 
Simon the leper, Jesus was anointed. Here in the home 
of Mary, Martha, and their brother¢ Lazarus, our Lord 
found retirement and rest, and from Bethany He ascend- 
ed to heaven. 

It was probably during Christ’s last journey to southern 
Palestine that the incident in this passage of scripture 
took place. Both Mary and Martha were devoted disciples 
of the Master. The sisters, therefore, had one great thing 
in common. There were, on the other hand, marked dif- 
ferences in them, particularly on this occasion. We can 


fe! HE STORY OF MARY AND MARTHA follows the 


profit spiritually by examining the nature and actions, 
of these sisters, with a view toward incorporating into, 
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our own lives those characteristics which were commend- 
able in them. 


MARTHA 


MARTHA received him into her house.” Bless- 
ed is that person who welcomes Christ into his or her 
home. You could find no one more wonderful than Jesus 
to grace your house. Think of Christ with all of His love 
and power! Who would not feel highly honored and be 
greatly blessed to have the Son of God as his guest. 

Martha was the recognized head of the family. It was 
she who gave the invitation to the Lord, and on her rest- 
ed all the care of the entertainment, the preparation of 
the: feast, and the reception of the guests. The “much 
serving” of verse forty indicates that this was a special 
occasion, and that others had been invited to meet Jesus. 

John tells of another supper in Bethany, at which 
“Martha served” (John 12:2). Evidently, she was an ex- 
pert “server.” This was her specialty, so much so that her 
services were in demand outside her own house. Hers was 
a culinary skill, and she delighted with her sleight of 
hand to prepare all sorts of tasty dishes. On this day, 
however, she overdid it. She went beyond her strength. 
Perhaps something unforeseen had upset her plans. At 
any rate, she was “cumbered about much serving.” Mar- 
tha'was distracted, worried. Worry is a terrible thing. E. 
Stanley Jones says that worry is the advance interest that 
we .pay:on tomorrow’s troubles, and many people go bank- 
rupt: paying interest on troubles that never come. 

Martha was “put out.” Care is good, and it is a duty, 
but cumber is sin and folly. Martha was cumbered about 
much serving when she should have been with her sister, 
sitting at Christ’s feet. How many times we allow “lesser 
things” to occupy our attention when we should be con- 
cerned with “greater things.” 

William Hunt, an artist, was out one day with his pu- 
pils, sketching. One of the young men was engaged in 
sketching a landscape bathed in the glory of the setting 
sun. In the foreground stood a large barn. Mr. Hunt 
watched the young man quietly for awhile, and then said 
to him most-impressively, “If you spend so much time in 
painting the shingles on that barn, you will never have 
time to paint the sunset. You will have to choose between 
the two.” Isn’t it foolish to deprive ourselves of the very 
best that. Christ has to offer? Perhaps we don’t mean to 
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willfully neglect Bible reading, prayer, fasting, attend- 
ance at God’s house; but other things occupy our minds 
and take our time. We crowd Christ out. We exclude Him. 
Why? It isn’t that we’re hostile or indignant toward Him. 
It isn’t that we don’t love Him. We’re just too much taken 
up with the affairs of this life to have time for Him. It 
may be that we want money, pleasure, popularity, earthly 
success, and allow ourselves to become so wrapped up in 
these ambitions that we neglect that which is most im- 
portant in life. Like Martha, we are “cumbered about 
much serving.” Let us follow the admonition of Christ, 
“and take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with . . . cares of this life” (Luke 21:34). 
Yes, the cares of this life can rob us of our victory with 
God. They can weaken our Christian experience and hin- 
der our Christian progress. It would be wonderful if we 
would say with David, “One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple” (Psalm 27:4). 
The apostle Paul said, “Set your affection (mind) on 
things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 
3:2). 

Martha was anxious, troubled, and we can certainly de- 
tect a trace of irritability both in her manner and in her 
speech. It is not strange for people to become irritable, to 
fail to be pleasant in disposition when they become too 
much engrossed with the cares of this life. Breaking in 
suddenly among the guests, and in the hearing of them 
all, Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, dost thou not care that 
my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore 
that she help me.” Her feelings got the best of her. Out of 
the impatience of her heart she spoke words that would 
have been better unsaid. If at times we find ourselves 
speaking words we should not speak, let’s see if we can’t 
trace them to being “careful and troubled about many 
things” of this life. 


MARY 


T HIS YOUNGER SISTER “sat at Jesus’ feet 
and heard his word.” Martha chided her for this, and the 
large family of modern Martha’s blame her severely, for 
what they call the selfishness of her conduct, seeking her 
own enjoyment, even though others must pay the price 
for it. But was Mary selfish? Did she sacrifice duty to 
gratify her desire? No, Mary had, in all probability, as- 
sisted in the preparations and reception, as the “also” of 
verse thirty-nine shows; while Martha’s own words, “My 
sister hath left me to serve alone,” imply that Mary had 
shared the labors of the entertainment before taking her 
place at the feet of Jesus. She had undoubtedly completed 
her task, and now that He who spoke as never a man had 
spoken was talking with the guests, she could not forego 
the privilege of listening to the voice she might not hear 
again. What could have been wiser? That man or woman, 
boy or girl, is exceedingly wise who takes time to sit at 
the feet of Jesus. 

Mary “sat at Jesus’ feet.” This position suggests close 
attention. She wished not to catch a word now and then, 
but to receive all that He presented. How well do we listen 
to Christ’s words? Do we pay close attention to the min- 
ister as he preaches to us the living Word of God? 

The younger sister sat at Christ’s feet as scholars sat at 
the feet of their teachers when they delivered their lec- 
tures; hence Paul is said to have been brought up at the 
feet of Gamaliel. Sitting at Jesus’ feet signifies a readi- 
ness to receive His words, and a submission and entire 
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resignation of ourselves to their guidance. At the feet of 
our Lord! God, help us to stay there. Our lives would be so 
much holier. Our problems would be so much easier to 
solve. Our service for Him would be so much more effec- 
tive. As we sit before Christ our strength is renewed, and 
our souls are blessed. 

“One thing is needful,” Jesus told Martha, “and Mary . 
hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away.” 

In conclusion, think with me about the words Jesus 
spoke concerning Mary’s choice. “One thing is needful.” 
Yes, Christian friend, the one thing that is needful in our 
lives is that we please God, that we listen to His Word, 
heed it, and spread it. The whole concern of a Christian 
should be to glorify God in his body and mind, which be- 
long to Him. Satan comes to us seeking to have us occupy 
ourselves with all sorts of earthly pleasures and interests 
which will crowd out of our minds the one thing that is 
needful. He wants us to be bothered, worried, irritated 
over the cares of this life. In short, the devil seeks to keep 
us away from the feet of Jesus Christ; but resolve within 
your heart at this moment that he will not deprive you of 
the most thrilling experience in life. The great end of life 
is to know God, and to be known of Him, and God can be 
found. Yes, the truest end of life is to know the life that 
never ends. “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). 

Allow your soul to be enriched and kept by the words 
which you hear from His sacred lips. Listen to the words 
of Christ on all subjects. Know what He teaches and heed 
it, for in so doing you become a true Christian disciple 
and a partaker of His divine grace. 





EDITORIAL 
(Continued from page 3) 

him, and then there would be a loving discussion until 
fatigue forced sleep upon him. One day just before he 
died, I was alone in the room with him and was edified 
and strengthened by his presence. I regarded him with 
reverence and veneration, for I knew I was in the pres- 
ence of a saint. I felt myself honored and privileged that 
he considered me a friend—I who stood so far beneath 
his spiritual eminence and mental maturity. For years 
I have beheld him with love and have prayed earnestly 
that I might be somewhat like him. Although I realize 
that this is far beyond my capacity, it still is my spiritual 
ambition. On that day, after I had prayed with him for 
relief from his suffering, I stayed on my knees at his 
bedside and bowed my head near him. I asked if he would 
place his hands upon my head and pray for me and grant 
me a sort of apostolic blessing. My heart was wrung into 
humility and elevated in faith and courage as he inter- 
ceded to God for me, and pronounced an unforgettable 
benediction. This was a sacred time for me, and until the 
day we meet again in the presence of our Lord it will be 
a pillar of strength in my life. I share this solemn experi- 
ence with you only that you might know how great was 
the influence of this man with those who knew him best. 
The same love I felt in him toward me, all who knew him 
felt toward themselves. To E. J. Boehmer all people were 
either friends or strangers—and even the strangers were 
loved by him. He was a Christian man in the highest 
sense of that word. If this commandment has ever been 
fulfilled, E. J. Boehmer fulfilled it: “He that saith he 
abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he 
walked,” 1 John 2:6. He had the mind and the heart of 
Christ. He was a saint. 
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IN THE BEAUTY 
P MULINE 


By BOBBIE E. WILKINS 
Student, Yale Divinity School 


“Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,” Psalm 
29:2. 


G coamto WORDS might be used in referring to 
God—to His personality, nature, or characteris- 
tics, He might be spoken of in terms of creation, 
judgment, mercy righteousness, truth, justice, spirituality, 
power, or love—and these all doubtlessly in good order. 
But one essential element in the nature of God, present 
even in the thinking of the ancient Hebrews, is that of 
holiness. 

Originally the word holy was a magical concept, ap- 
plied to objects believed to be nonhuman. The people 
liked to have a holy object around, but it was not sup- 
posed to be touched, lest some harm befall the guilty one. 
This is similar to the true sacredness of the stories about 
the “ark of the covenant” in the Old Testament. There 
is at least some truth in this idea of holiness—the part 
which regards a holy object as being of a nonhuman 
nature. And God is holy! Even though man was created 
in the image of God, the fact remains that He is still 
God, and as such He is not man. This point is well ex- 
pressed in the words of Isaiah 55:8, 9: “For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord, for as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Almost anyone will readily admit that these words are 
true—that God’s ways are higher than man’s ways, and 
God’s thoughts are higher than man’s thoughts, that 
man is a sinner and is certainly unlike God in many 
ways. Most people—honest ones at least—are not hard to 
convince of the guilt of sin, for they are very much aware 
of it already. 

Having admitted that God is holy and that man is 
unholy, we are confronted with the problem of man’s re- 
demption—for if God is different from man, then ob- 
viously the gulf must be spanned before man can be like 
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In Christ Jesus there is a way. The Gospel of John 
(14:6) records Jesus as saying, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

In the stories that have come down to us from early 
Christian tradition, we find the belief—an earnest con- 
viction—that even before the birth of Jesus Christ it was 
known that He would be no ordinary human being. There 
would be something different about Him. The miracu- 
lous foretelling of the birth of Jesus and of strange and 
miraculous happenings at the time of His birth bears 
witness to this conviction. 

This something different was the divine element—the 
very Spirit of God in Him (Luke 4:1). 

An examination of the life of Jesus Christ should be 
enough to convince anyone that in Him surely the ful- 
ness of Gcd was acting. Equally as plain should be the 
fact that Jesus also had all the qualities of a normal 
human beinz—that at one and the same time He was 
both God and man. Here, once and for all, the human 
and the divine encountered each other, and dwelt among 
us; for example, as a teacher, as a good Shepherd, but, 
most of all, as a living Being, a witness to the power of 
God to act with men in history, and to pour out His love 
for the redemption of mankind. 

The gospel records tell us that Jesus came preaching, 
saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” In this he 
declared God’s claim on man—by way of authority and 
sovereignty, for in a “kingdom” even the highest lords 
are under the authority of the king himself. 

In this we have a parallel to the Old Testament idea of 
God’s claim on man—that man should be holy because 
God is holy (Leviticus 19:2). 

However, let us not deceive ourselves by thinking that 
we are altogether as holy as God Himself, nor that we 
have reached perfection. But, rather, let us count it a 
blessing to be headed in that direction, firmly convinced 
that in God’s own good time—and by His grace—we shall 
attain. In this we “worship God in the beauty of holi- 
ness.” 
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The Approaching Victory 


BY ALBERT J. WIDMER, 
A Church of God Minister in Brazil, South America 


REAT THINGS the prophet 

Jesaias had been hoping in 

those remote times of wars 

and confusion, when the two 
then mighty nations, the Assyrians 
and the Egyptians, were fighting for 
predominance of the world. The land 
of Juda, between the two enormous 
powers, was like a little worm. (Jesai- 
as 2:2-5.) 

What a contrast between that tiny 
religious people who had their center 
of instruction in the Law of Jehovah 
and the mighty neighbors who had 
their teaching based on war and con- 
quest, to which end they kept power- 
ful armies under constant training. 
The miracle of it all was how that lit- 
tle nation of Juda did not disappear 
by the course of years, as, in fact, the 
Assyrians wiped out Samaria, which 
was much stronger than Juda. In 
spite of ali this, God’s prophet had 
courage and assurance in announcing 
the fall of both rival empires. 

Already in the days of our Lord and 
His apostles, the sound of the message 
of a and salvation became a living 
expectancy of a soon change of the 
world order. This new hope did not 
remain only in the Holy Land, but 
moved into the dark continent and 
again from Africa back to Asia and 
into Europe. Mighty human instru- 
ments, such as Paul, Bonifatius, Cy- 
rillus, Methodius, Bernardinus, and 
many others, were used during several 
centuries to evangelize thousands of 
millions who came to obtain peace for 
their souls and victory over the power 
of sin. Some may have asked if the 
prophecy regarding Jerusalem had al- 
ready been fulfilled, or if there were 
still happenings to come to pass. One 
can notice that the text says: “In the 
top of the mountains, and above the 
hills, and ALL the Gentiles and MUCH 
people will go after it.” 

A few centuries ago, this prophecy 
seemed to be entirely out of place, as 
circumstances looked very discourag- 
p> thy. Asia Minor. Also, in Africa and 

, heathenism was at its height. 
Australia and the American Hemi- 
sphere were entirely cut off from the 
core ght. Even in Europe, super- 
stition and human tradition obscured 
the nations. There is no doubt that 
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God has used modern science to has- 
ten on the furtherance of His king- 
dom on earth, such that “to ALL NA- 
TIONS,” by swift communications and 
modern inventions, the message and 


the truth have been brought to as 
many souls as possible in the shortest 
possible time. 

The present transformation among 
peoples is far deeper than that of the 
Renaissance in the Middle Ages. Old 
things break asunder and are being 
replaced by new ones. Even the form- 
erly hermetic, isolated Mongolic peo- 
ples, such as Tibet, Bhutan, Mongolia 
a. Ss. 0., are going to uprooting internal 
revolutions, and great Asiatic powers 
such as China and India, as well as 
Japan and the Indonesians, are turn- 
ing away from grotesque heathen 
worship of stone and bronze images, 
procur: = a profound change in social 
and spiritual life. True, a great num- 
ber of Asiatic youth came to the com- 
prehension that senseless idolatry 
does not satisfy; yet, many, or most 
of them, instead of seeking the lib- 
erating truth, “throw out the bath, 
together with the baby,” turning their 
backs on religion as a whole, absorb- 
ing their minds with spiritless mater- 
ialism, race hatred, and political an- 
tagonism. 

God still speaks to humanity 
through happenings, and when Jesai- 
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as, under divine inspiration, said, 
“The nations in those days will trans- 
form their swords into ploughs and 
their spears into eye hooks: na- 
tion shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more.” Those people were tired 
and exhausted through the long years 
of warfare, and broken by its terrible 
consequences, when God promised de- 
livery. The world today is in worse 
condition: whole nations are under 
boots of slavery, and every day the cry 
for justice and divine intervention is 
getting louder. Thousands who, in the 
days of liberty and comfort, had no 
time to--meditate on God’s promises, 
are now anxiously studying the pro- 
phecies of God’s Word. 

Jesaias, in those black days, without 
hesitation announced the message for 
a better future, even when circum- 
stances then looked seemingly hope- 
less. Likewise, when the apostles pro- 
claimed the gospel, conditions for 
Christian liberty then looked very dis- 
couraging, yet they believed what they 
preached. And it should be much eas- 
ier for us to trust God in these days 
for the very reason that we see many 
important predictions going into ful- 
fillment, beginning with Palestine 
that is becoming, according to the 
Scriptures, the center of world impor- 
tance again, where the mighty rival 
nations will meet, and where the great 
battle and final victory will take place. 

We are happy to know that the 
cause of the Just One will go forth 
victoriously, and with anxiety we are 
looking forward to the day when the 
nations will be administered under 
the government of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God; and blessed are those who 
have already stood in His service and 
are looking forward with joy, and not 
with heavy consciences,: for His soon 
coming. 





DELEGATES FROM WORLD CHRIS- 
TIAN CONFERENCE FOR YOUTH 
VISIT BIBLE SCHOOL IN INDIA 


The World Conference for Christian 
Youth met in Kottayam, Travancore, 
South India, from December 11 to De- 
cember 25, 1952. Kottayam is about 
twenty-five miles from where our Bi- 
ble School is located. About 400 dele- 


gates from 75 countries attended this 
conference. This conference was spon- 
sored by the World Council of Chris- 
tian Churches, the World Council of 
Christian Education, the World’s 
Young Women Christian Association, 
and the World Young Men’s Christian 
Association. The delegates were be- 
ae the ages of eighteen and thirty- 
ree. 

The theme of the Conference was 
“To wit, God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself,” 2 Corinthians 
5:19: Also, a short theme was, “Christ, 
the Answer.” The following five ma- 
jor topics were discussed: 

Christ and the Search for Personal 
Freedom and Social Justice. (This 
dealt with the question of the race.) 

Christ in a World of Tension. 

Christ in Family and Social Rela- 
tionships. 

Christ and the Churches Witness- 
ing. (This had to do with evangelism.) 

The Uniqueness of Christ. (This was 
a study of Comparative Religions and 
Communism as our guests at Bible 


School.) 

On Saturda, one December 20, 
we were privileged to have Miss Miri- 
am Willey, o =" % Gnanaraj 
Daniel, of Calicut, India, who repre- 
sented the Y.M.C.A. there; and George 
Joseph, of Madras, India, who is a 
deacon in the Lutheran Church. Miss 
Willey represents the Y.W.C.A. They 
spoke to the children in Sunday 

hool and again in our church serv- 
ice. In the afternoon, at 3:00 Em. we 
had a joint meeting with a rtho- 
mist Church near here. There our 
delegates also spoke. They were enter- 

% taining a young man from Argentina, 

‘South America; one from Ceylon, and 
a young Say from Japan. Their dele- 
gates also spoke. 

Everyone feels this is an important 
step toward unity in the Christian 
churches. The delegates reported that 
in the meetings, it, West, denom- 
inations, and races were forgotten in 
the Christian _ oy They were 
there to study Christ in a troubled 
world. 

During the Conference there was 
celebrated the memorial of the ar- 
rival of St. Thomas in India. Accord- 
ing to tradition, he arrived A.D. 52 at 
the shores of India, just nineteen 
hundred years ago.—Dora P. Myers. 





NOTICES 


The correct address of the Georgia 
State Office is Box 428, Doraville, Ga., 
instead of Box 248. 


To All Church of God Members and 
Friends in Chicago, Ill.: The church at 
Carpenter and Sixty-Second Streets 
has moved to 5722 W. 63d Street and 
Massasoit Avenue in Chicago, just 
west of the airport, between Central 
Avenue and Harlem Avenue. The 63d 
Street car stops a half block from the 
building, at Major Street. Anyone 
moving into Chicago to the South side 
or Southwest can find the church 
easily and will be welcome.—George 
King, Pastor, 6629 S. Racine Avenue, 
av aed 36, Ill; phone, Wentworth 
6-3456. 
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I am open for revivals. Anyone de- 
siring me for a revival write Box 263, 
Bridgeport, Ill—Rev. J. H. Heath. 


TENT WANTED 

Anyone having a tent in fair con- 
dition that they would be willing to 
donate to the State of New Jersey, or 
sell reasonable on time payments, we 
should be glad if you would contact 
H. R. Appling, State Overseer of New 
Jersey, Oak Street, Bridgeton, N. J. 





Do not forget 
to order extra copies 
of next week’s 
EASTER EVANGEL 





CARMI, Ill.—We are glad to report 
the progress of the Church of God in 
Carmi. We have had a great revival 
which lasted for 6 weeks, with the Rev. 
Joe Bertinetti, of Eldorado, Ill., as the 
evangelist. There were 25 conversions, 
and many of the church members 
were definitely blessed of the Lord. 
Also, a goodly number testified to be- 
ing divinely healed during the revival. 
One of the highlights of this great 
meeting was an all-day service, with 
a Sunday School attendance of 162 
and a Sunday School offering of 
$1,052.37. During the day, over $2,000 
was raised in cash on the indebtedness 
of the building. Since coming to Carmi 
as a, the latter part of October, 
we have raised $2,575 on the indebted- 
ness. This leaves a total of only $900 
on our beautiful brick building. The 
L.W.W.B. did a splendid job in raising 
over $300 in 6 weeks.—Harry W. Hen- 
derson, Pastor. 


FELLOWSHIP MEETING IN 
WISCONSIN 

On the evening of February 6, un- 
der the most perverse weather condi- 
tions, with a fresh snow of some 7 
inches, we met in Crandon, Wisconsin, 
for our first fellowship meeting in 
1953. The roads were very hazardous, 
and what would have normally beer: 
a 3-or 4-hour drive to Crandon for 
some of the people, turned out to be a 
6- to 8-hour drive. However, weather 
nor distance did not hamper these 
people from fellowship. From Sheboy- 
an, a distance of 185 miles, came Rev. 

. R. Adams with two carloads of his 
people. There were 9 people crowded 
into his car. From Green Bay, a dis- 
tance of 120 miles, came Rev. Joseph 
J. Kisse and his son. From Mosinee, 
93 miles away, came Rev. C. W. Gar- 
nett and his folks. And some came 
from Plesant Valley, 58 miles away. 
From Antigo came v. Odes Huff, a 
distance of 40 miles. All of our 
churches were represented with the 
exception of one, which is 300 miles 
away from Crandon. Then, from Ara- 
gon, Monico, Nashville, and Alvin, 
Wisconsin, came visiting Pentecostal 
churches, to be in this great fellow- 
ship meeting. A love offering of $19.39 
was given for missions. All told, there 
were 110 to 125 present in this meet- 





ing. The local church was in a glori- 
ous revival, with our state youth di- 
rector, Mrs. Carl Sande, doing the 


preaching. Rev. C. W. Garnett’s son, 
Eugene, was at home on furlough 
from Japan, and as he arose to testi- 
fy and thank God for allowing him 
to be at home and in the great Church 
of God services, the Spirit of God fell, 
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THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 
(Continued from page 4) 


titudes who watched near the tomb of His friend. 

See the startled expressions on the faces of even the 
bold and lion-hearted followers of Jesus as He says, “Roll 
away the stone!” Listen to the subdued wails of the 
weepers as the Master lifts His voice to the heavens in a 
poignant prayer. Even the air seems to stand still as He 
looks into the dark entrance of the tomb and calls in a 
loud voice—a voice loud enough to be heard in the under- 
world regions. Death and hell trembled in attention as 
they are troubled by this early disturbance of their grip 
on humanity. But, alas, He called only one name; there- 
fore, death relinquishes his hold only on one person and 
holds the rest until the same voice again reverberates 

\ through the universe. So Lazarus steps forth, wrapped in 
his graveclothes and with the aroma of the spices of 
death still lingering on his person. There! The work of 
the giving of life has been completed and the work of 


nurtured and tenderly cared for by hands which love the 
life itself in order to make the work complete. 

The greatest challenge of the text lies in the fact that 
He who called the dead, lifeless form of Lazarus from 
the cold, bleak tomb is yet standing in the midst of a 
cold, lifeless world. He yet desires to revive the lost of the 
world and become their Protector and Saviour. Even as 
He holds the enemy of our souls at bay and causes the 
imps of the eternal underworld regions to tremble, He 
desires that we arise and let the Spirit of Christ give us 
the life which is the light of men. He who gives the first 
force of physical existence to the human soul also stands 
ready and willing to give the life-giving light to the 
souls who are groping in the shadows of death. May we, 
who have already followed Him into the great cemeteries 
of living death, listen attentively to His voice to catch 
the clarion call to those who are “feeling after Him,” 
and be ready to do our part in the great program of God. 
Let us not only hear the words “I am the resurrection, 
and the life,” but also the command “Loose him and let 


nourishing life has begun, started by Jesus. It must be 


him go free.” 








Divine Healing 


HIS IS ONE of the most bless- 

ed subjects of today, for heal- 

ing is scriptural, and is for the 
believer of today just as it was in days 
gone by. 

On numerous occasions I have had 
an opportunity to see the Lord heal 
people, and it is a blessed experience 
to witness. It always strengthens me 
spiritually. I have seen in the many 
healing campaigns people that I know 
received a definite touch from the 
Lord. And, I have also seen many peo- 
ple who did not receive their healing 
at that time. That, of course, is some- 
thing to be left entirely to the indi- 
vidual and their Master. I know the 
Lord is in the healing business. 

Approximately one year ago in 
March, I became afflicted with a 
stomach trouble, and, of course, being 
in the Church almost 30 years, I cer- 
tainly wanted to trust the Lord for 
my healing. At times it seemed as if 
I would almost pass out, I suffered so 
much. I have never been to a doctor 
for an examination, and had never 
been able to take pills and medicine. I 
had been taught divine healing and I 
knew it was right. I also believed the 
Lord would always bless me if I would 
preach and practice healing. That is 
what I tried to do. But, after almost 
a year of severe pain, I thought the 
only thing I coul ssibly do was to 
have an X-ray made to find out just 
what my trouble was. I could not 
sleep. I would go to bed around 9:30, 
sleep for several hours, and then be 
awake the rest of the night, rolling 
and tumbling. The next day, of course, 
I would find it very hard to give my 
best service to the Church, my work, 
and family. Therefore, in January of 
1953, I finally consented to the voice 
of the devil-and had an examination. 
I found that I had ulcerated stomach 
in a very bad stage. The doctor gave 
me several prescriptions, put me on a 
diet, and told me what I must do if I 
hoped to improve. I purchased the 
medicine, and I can truthfully say I 
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lived up to the prescription which he 
gave me. I did exactly as I was told. 
But, I felt so condemned over those 
things, and it hurt me almost more to 
do what I was doing than the actual 
suffering I went through. I found it 
hard to go to church and pray or sing, 
because I felt I had overstepped that 
which I felt like God wanted me to do, 
and that was to trust Him. 

In approximately ten days after go- 
ing to the doctor, our Tennessee min- 
isters’ meeting convened in Nashville, 
Tennessee. The night before the 
morning I was to speak, I slept only 
about one and a half hours. It seemed 
the devil and I went around and 
round. I was determined to get up be- 
fore the ministers of Tennessee and 
acknowledge my mistake in giving 
over to the enemy, and ask them to 
forgive me. I was also determined that 
with their prayers and the —- of the 
Lord I would put my trust in the One 
who was able to save both soul and 
body. When the time came for me to 
speak, the Lord certainly took charge 
in a marvelous way, and I don’t know 
when I have ever witnessed such a 
service. Four different times I had to 
stop and let the Lord bless in the serv- 
ice. Many of the ministers who were 
bothered with the same trouble as I 
was, and others who were ill because 
of other ailments, were _ greatly 
touched and blessed. And, from that 
day to this I have been improving. 

I promised the Lord night before 
last, when along about one o’clock I 
was suffering greatly, if He would on- 
ly prove to me that He was listening 
to my prayer by touching me, I would 
write this article. I reached up and 
laid my hand on the Bible which was 
on the stand by the side of my bed. I 
asked the Lord to please let me fall 
off to sleep and get some rest. Within 
a minute’s time I had fallen asleep. I 
slept until after 6:00 a.m. Then, again 
last night I told the Lord I would write 
the article this morning if He wanted 
me to. I asked Him to let me sleep 
soundly all night, and this morning 
at my usual getting-up time I didn’t 
wake up. In fact, I didn’t wake up un- 
til the telephone rang about 6:30. I 


am assured that the Lord wanted me 
to write this article as a testimony of 
His healing power. 

Please do not think I am knocking 
doctors and medicine, because I know 
that doctors are helping so many peo- 
ple. And, I am not saying that you 
must trust the Lord for your healing 
to make it eae But, I do say it is 
more blessed and sweeter if you will 
only trust Him and put your faith 
completely in Him and meet the con- 
ditions. ’ 

I had witnessed, about two months 
before anyone knew about my illness, 
one of the greatest healings of all my 
life. My mother was in the hospital 
with her stomach practically eaten up. 
The doctors, four of them, said it just 
wasn’t possible for anyone to live like 
that, and they didn’t understand how 
my mother was even living, in her 
condition. But, today she is up work- 
ing in the garden and doing her 
chores, and is a blessing in her com- 
munity. That couldn’t be _ possible 
without the hand of the Almighty. 
The doctors are still amazed how she 
could live even a few days, much less 
months, and it is now the third month 
since she was in. the hospital. She is 
happy in the Lord, going to church, 
teaching her Sunday School class, and 
having a grand time serving the Lord. 
It all comes about through complete 
deliverance by the Master. 

Today, I believe with all of my 
heart that I am a healed man. Dur- 
ing the Tennessee prayer conference 
I made the statement that I felt I had 
been placed in the condition which I 
was in for eleven months just to help 
someone at the prayer conference see 
the need of a closer walk with the 
Lord and the need of trusting in Him. 
A number of ministers have written 
me, called, or came by to see me to 
find out if I am still improving. I 
have gained ten pounds of weight, 
and the Lord is certainly good to me. 

I trust these remarks will encourage 
you and help you to have an even 
greater faith in Jesus Christ.—Cecil 
Bridges, Business Manager, Church of 
God Publishing House. 
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BOEHMER 


Edward John Boehmer was born 
August 20, 1881, in Beaufort (Pasco) 
Missouri, the son of August Car 
Boehmer and Emily Twelker Boeh- 
mer, both of whom have preceded him 
in death. 

He was converted at the early age of 
fourteen and left home at the age of 
nineteen to live with his sister in Pas- 
adena, California. He worked as a 
yard boy and helped Pentecostal 
workers in the Peniel Mission. He was 
in California in 1906 when the Holy 
Ghost was poured out on the people 
there. On May 8, 1907, he was glori- 
ously sanctified and, on August 9 of 
the same year, he was baptized with 
the Holy Ghost at the mission on 
Azusa Street in Los Angeles, Californ- 
ia. For some time he was engaged in 
evangelistic work with the Pentecostal 
movement in California, after which 
he traveled in evangelistic work in the 
Western and Northern States. Brother 
Boehmer, in his association with the 
Pentecostal movement of different 
phases of faith and beliefs, had 
reached the conclusion that none of 
them fully constituted the Church of 
God. He continued to search the 
Scripture, however, and pray. Even- 
tually he came in contact with Rev. 
R. G. Spurane, a minister and mem- 
ber of the Church of God, who intro- 
duced him to the Church of God de- 
nomination. Brother Boehmer was so 
pleased that he became a member and 
was licensed as an evangelist August 
20, 1910. 

On February 11, 1911, he married 
Millie Pearl Odum. To this union were 
born ten children: four boys and six 
girls. Two of the children, Flavius and 
Macon, preceded him in death. 

He began pastoral work in 1911 and 
was still pastoring when he was or- 
dained as a bishop in October 24, 1916. 
He pastored at Blairsville, Georgia; 
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Crane Eater, Georgia; McMinnville, 
Tennessee; and Harriman, Tennessee. 
In 1921 he was called upon to serve 
the Church as General Secretary and 
Treasurer, which —— he held, 
with distinction and honor, until 1946, 
a riod of twenty-five years, at 
which time he asked to be relieved 
and accepted retirement. Yet, this 
great man of God has been warming 
the hearts of thousands of people 
throughout the Church with his time- 
ly messages in his declining years, up- 
on the invitations of pastors and 
state overseers to fill their pulpits. 

All who were associated with him 
considered it a delight and privilege to 
know him. He was a man of deep sin- 
cerity, great piety, firm conviction, 
deep aonsecration, and yet possessed 
a wholesome sense of wit and humor, 
that added greatly to his health and 
pp age te as well as to the pleasure 
of his thousands of associates. 

His ministerial life was filled with 
deeds that were exemplary of the One 
whom he served so faithfully. His life, 
during the pioneering days of Pente- 
costal movements, was not without 
persecution, but perhaps the Master 
used these to enrich the life that has 
just closed. 

He departed this life February 27, 
1953, at the age of 71 years, leavin 
to mourn his passing his faithf 
companion, e um Boehmer; 
three sons—Hugh, Grady, and Eldron, 
of Cleveland; five daughters—Melba 
and Lois, at home, Montez, of Roan- 
oke, Virginia, Mrs. I. D. grim and 
Mrs. Stanley Tribble, both of Cleve- 
land; two brothers: Frank and Wil- 
liam, of St. Louis, Missouri; three sis- 
ters—Mrs. Minnie Berman, Gerald, 
Missouri, Mrs. Lydia Blankenhorn, St. 
Louis, Missouri, and Miss Anna Boeh- 
mer, Pasadena, California; seven 
grandchildren and a host of relatives 
and friends. 

Funeral services were conducted on 
March 1, at the North Cleveland 
Church of God, with Rev. Robert 
Johnson, Rev. Houston R. Morehead, 
and Rev. J. Frank Spivey officiating. 
A great throng of ministers and lay- 
men were present to pay their last 
respects. Interment was Fort Hill 
Cemetery, Cleveland, Tennessee. 


PETERS 

The South Wichita, Kans., Church 
of God keenly misses the presence of 
a beloved saint of God, Sister Myrtle 
Elnora Peters, who slipped away to 
her eternal rest after nearly 6 months 
of illness. She departed this life at the 
age of 71 years, spent largely, since 
early childhood, in service to Christ 
and others. She was a faithful mem- 
ber of the Church of God and was es- 
pecially interested in foreign mis- 
sions. But the Master saw best to call 
her home on the 22d day of February, 
1953. She leaves behind one daughter, 
and a host of relatives and friends. 
Sister Peters was born Oct. 6, 1881 at 
Lewisburg, Kans., and was converted 
at an early age. Her place in the 
church and Sunday School is vacant, 
but we know our loss is heaven’s gain. 
Her funeral was conducted by her 
pastor, Rev. John E. Hargrave. Inter- 
ment was at Fondyce, Ark.—John E. 
Hargrave. 


DAVIS 


Sister Rosella Davis, age 62, went to 
her reward Feb. 8, 1953. She lived a 
faithful life, walking to church 3 miles 
through ali kinds of weather. She 
leaves her husband, one son, one 
daughter, one sister, one brother. Fu- 
neral services were conducted at the 
Rebecca Church of God by the aor 
tor, Rev. G. F. Kirby, and Revs. Clyde 
Brown and T. L. Phillips—Mrs. G. H. 
Glover, Lexington, Ala. 


CRISP 


Shirley Dean Crisp, age 11, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Richard D. Crisp, was 
killed by a car in Jacksonville, Fla., 
Jan. 12, 1953, while on her way to 
school with her 2 sisters. She is sur- 
vived by her parents and 2 sisters, the 
paternal and maternal ae ger gene 
Rev. Richard Crisp is a Church of God 
minister and attended Lee College. 
Funeral services were conducted at 
the Missionary Ridge Church of God, 
in Chattanooga, Tenn., by the pastor, 
Rev. R. C. Cook: 


COLLINS 


“Bobby” Collins, age 23, passed away 
at Booth Hospital, Covington, Ky., 
Jan. 9, 1953. Bobby was sick most of 
his life with heart trouble and suf- 
fered many attacks. He left a wonder- 
ful testimony with his family and 
friends. Bobby’s cheerful disposition 
won him many friends throughout 
the Church of God. At the Youth Con- 
gress in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1948, and 
again at the General Assembly in 1952, 
Bobby asked a former pastor, Rev. 
S. B. McCane, to preach his funeral 
when he died. Brother McCane came 
from Cantwell, Mo., to grant that re- 
quest. Bobby is survived by his moth- 
er, Jessie Collins, a member of the 
Church of God at Newport, Ky., also 
his father, W. J. Collins, one brother, 
Harold,.and 2 sisters, Mavis and Mar- 

aret, and a host of relatives and 
riends. The family wishes to thank 
their many friends for their words of 
comfort in their bereavement.—His 
sister, Margaret Johnson. 

BENTON 

On Feb. 20, 1953, the death angel 
came and took from our midst one of 
our beloved members, Sister Eliza 
Louise Benton, age 73. She was sick 
only 2 days and bore her suffering 
with patience. She was at church and 
testified to the glory of God on Sun- 
day night and went to be with Jesus 
on the next Friday morning. Her fu- 
neral was conducted by her pastor, 
Rev. W. C. Hill.—Mrs. Hill. 

MELTON 

We lost a faithful member of the 
Church of God here in Burnsville, 
N. C. Brother George P. Melton, a 
member of the: church for 17 years, 
died Feb. 11, 1953, at the age of 63. He 
trusted God for both soul and body. 
He is survived by his wife, 9 children, 
3 sisters, 2 brothers, and a host of 
friends. He was loved by everyone. The 
funeral was conducted at the Church 
of God in Burnsville, with his pastor, 
Rev. D. L. Lane, and Rev. P. A. How- 
ard officiating.—D. L. Lane. 
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TELEGRAM 


We are in a soul-stirring revival 
here at Dunfordtown, Virginia, with 


Brother Evoy, our pastor, doing the 
preaching. Thirty-four have been 
saved, 19 sanctified, and 22 baptized 
with the Holy Ghost.—Mrs. Britton 
Estridge, Clerk. 


KANNAPOLIS, N. C.—The Kannap- 
olis Church of God has enjoyed a 
great revival, with Brother and Sister 
William H. Mahaffey, of Kentucky, in 
charge. Every service was wonderful, 
and the presence and power of the 
Holy Ghost was with us throughout 
the entire series. To me this was an 
old-fashioned revival. God came down 
and convicted sinners all over the 
congregation. Some never came to the 
altar, but they cried, prayed, and con- 
fessed their sins on the pews where 
they were sitting, and God gloriously 
saved them there. 

We had 49 saved, 20 sanctified, 11 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, 12 bap- 
tized in water, 13 added to the church. 
Many sick bodies were healed. Some 
of these were outstanding. God 
touched my body in this revival. I 
had suffered for several years with a 
very serious spinal condition. For the 
past two weeks I have been free from 
this painful condition. Several back- 
sliders were reclaimed, and many cold 
hearts were warmed by the great 
Pentecostal blaze of fire as it swept 
down in every service. The revival is 
over, but the fire is still burning in 
our church. Our pastor, Rev. A. V. 
Beaube, is doing a fine job pastorin 
the Kannapolis Church. He is love 
and respected for his fine leadership 
through the church and the city of 
Kannapolis.—Reporter, J. T. Miller. 

GREENVILLE, Miss.—We have just 
had a great revival at the Church of 
God at Greenville, with Rev. V. T. 
Morgan as the evangelist. The results 
were 5 saved, 5 sanctified, 5 filled with 
the Holy Ghost, 9 added to the church, 
and the church greatly revived.—W. L. 
Sharpe, Pastor. 

OAKBORO, N. C.—We have just 
ended a 3 weeks’ revival, with Brother 
D. M. Hancock as our oe cag God 
has blessed us with 3 definitely saved, 
5 sanctified, and 2 baptized with the 
Holy Ghost; many were blessed and 
refilled. Four were baptized in water, 
with at least 4 more to be baptized as 
soon as thé weather permits. One was 
added to -the church, with several 
more expected to unite in the immedi- 
ate future. The revival broke out while 
Brother Hancock visited us in the 
Sunday evening service. The Holy 
Ghost seemingly led everyone to be- 
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n a revival. Brother Hancock really 

d some old-fashioned preaching and 
we have been blessed by the Word of 
God. Truly this was a revival sent 
from God, and He is blessing the 
church in general with increasing 
numbers in all departments. We de- 
sire your prayers for the work here at 
Oakboro.—Paul J. Searcy, Pastor. 
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Church of God in Jackson, Tennes- 
see, still in revival for soul and body. 
Forty-three have already received the 
Holy Ghost, 13 baptized in water, 20 
united with church. A large number 
of healing and miracles have been 
performed by the Spirit of God. Ap- 
proximately 600 people attended one 
Sunday night service. The meeting is 
still going strong.—C. E. Taylor, Evan- 
gelist and Pastor. 

YELLOW PINE, Ala.—We have had 
a good revival, with 7 saved, 4 sancti- 
fied, 2 filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
3 added to the church. The Lord 
blessed in such a wonderful wae. I 
praise God for such humble workers 
as Brother and Sister Rowland, who 
were our evangelists.—Lillie Mae Al- 
len, Reporter. 

MOUNT UNION, Pa.—We have had 
a wonderful revival here at the 
Church of God, with Brother Wayne 
Bloss as our evangelist. There were 20 
saved, 15 sanctified, and 11 filled with 
the Holy Ghost. The church was 
greatly blessed and spiritually —. 
ed. Brother Wayne Bloss will a 
blessing to any church—Paul R. 
Walker, Pastor. 

SODDY, Tenn.—We have just had a 
4 weeks’ revival, with Rev. Robert 
Johnson as the evangelist. Our church 
was so wonderfully blessed by such 
heaven-sent, Holy-Ghost-anointed 
seen om Fifteen were saved, 17 
sanctified, 17 filled with the Holy 


Ghost, 9 added to the church, and 
many healed. Our pastor, Rev. A. V. 
Coker, and his family have been a 
great blessing to our church. We 
thank God for the way He is blessing 
us at Soddy. Pray for us that the re- 
vival fire will continue to burn until 
Jesus comes.—Mrs. Alyhe Burris. 


NEWARK, Ohio—We have just had 
a one week’s revival in Newark, with 
Brother Stanley Rippetoe, of Hamil- 
ton, Ohio, as the evangelist. Brother 
Rippetoe brought forth messages 
nightly under the anointing power of 
the Holy Ghost. Many were blessed 
and there was one saved, 2 sanctified, 
one refilled with the Holy Ghost, 2 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and one 
added to the church. Brother Rippe- 
toe is a wonderful man and was a 
great blessing to us. Many testified 
that this was the best revival Newark 
has ever had. We certainly appreci- 
ate our pastor, Brother John Wheeler, 
and his family. They have been an 
outstanding blessing to us. Since they 
have been here, 14 have been saved, 4 
sanctified, 4 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and 6 added to the church. 
Many have been healed and testified 
of the wonderful healing power of Je- 
sus. 

We needed a new roof for the 
church, and half of it has been put 
on. Pledges were made toward the 
other half, which is to be put on soon. 
Sister Wheeler has been a great boost- 
er to the L.W.W.B. as president, in 
putting on bake sale, etc. Brother 
Wheeler has done much changing 
around and painting in the basement 
of the church, which leaves the rest 
rooms and basement in a very neat 
and orderly fashion. We feel that this 
is only a start and sample of the 
blessings our matchless Saviour has 
for us. We are looking forward to an- 
other revival, and, most of all, to the 
soon coming of Jesus.—Joseph Veras- 
so, Clerk. 
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PROGRAM and 
~ PURPOSE 


What We Do and Why We Do It 
By REV. G. W. LANE 


This is a book that most ministers 


_ would do well to receive. It is by one of 
- our own men and has information which 

is very helpful on the purpose of the 
program of the Church. The book dis- 
cusses “Home Missions,” “General Over- 


sight from Jerusalem”, “Foreign Mis- 
_ sions”, “Missionary Finance”, “Head- 
quarters Sets A Program”, “Local 


Churches”, “Tithing”, “Tithe of Tithes”, 
and many, many other subjects. 


You may order this book from the 


Publishing House for the price of $ .40 
postpaid. 
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PRAISE 


HONEA PATH, S. C.—I truly praise 
God because He is so worthy of praise. 
I praise Him for the precious blood of 
His dear Son, Jesus, and the Holy 
Ghost which has done so very much 
for me. I thank Him for healing my 
body when I couldn’t have gotten well. 
I do praise God for the precious plan 
of salvation and for what He has done 
for me:—Alene Bell. 





COOLIDGE, Ga.—I praise God for 
the many times He has healed in my 
home and for the way He blesses and 
supplies the need of my home. About 
2 years ago my 6 months old baby had 
the measles and they left her para- 
lyzed from the waist down. On Sun- 

ay night we all prayed for her, and 
the next morning she could move her 
toes. We prayed for her again, and 
she was able to kick with her legs and 
feet—Mrs. Winnie Twiggs. 


PLYMOUTH, N, C.—I am glad I am 
a Christian, a child of the heavenly 
King. He has blessed and healed me 
many times during the past 17 years 
I have had salvation. I praise Him for 
healing my leg and for healing me 
when I was sick before Christmas. It 
is wonderful to. have the precious 
Comforter abiding in us. When we are 
lonely and sad, we can have a little 
talk with Jesus, and He will make 
things right.—Mrs. John H. Jethro. 


— ee 


TIFTON, Ga.—I praise the Lord for 
His healing power. I had been in bed 
for 2 weeks and was living on dope to 
keep me easy, I suffered so. Our fam- 
ily doctor sent me to Thomasville 
Hospital for an X-ray. They found I 
had 2 large gallstones. Four doctors 
said the only thing that could be done 
was to operate. I stayed one night in 
the hospital, and the doctor said they 
could not operate on me until the 
next week. They sent me home. People 
began to pray for me, and my hus- 
band went to get Brother J. E. Smelt- 
zer, who was holding a revival at the 
Church of God, to come and pray for 
me. The next night I wanted to go to 
church and let him pray for me. I 
was too weak to walk by myself, and 
when they took me in the church 
they put me on a bed and began to 
pray for me. God wonderfully touched 
me and healed and saved me. I walked 
out of the church. The,next morning I 
got up and helped do my washing and 
cleaning house. I am still doing my 
housework and feeling good, although 
I am still weak. I am looking to God to 
give me strength—Mrs. Henry Bry- 
ant. 

EUPORA, Miss.—I praise God for 
His healing power. I bruised a vein in 
one of my fingers, which cause a 
blood tumor. For several months it 
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remained on my finger and bled a lot. 
Many people prayed for me, and the 
Lord ‘would bless. One night in one of 
Brother Hull’s services I asked him to 
pray for it and God healed my finger. 
I praise Him for it.—Mrs. J. L. Burton. 


FT. WORTH, Tex.—The Lord has 
been so good to me. He saved my soul, 
healed my body, and gave me that 
priceless gift, the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. I had been a member of a 
modern church for 17 years and 
though I had fulfilled all the required 
acts, I had never received the rebirth 
for which I longed. I tried to pray and 
even timidly brought my problem be- 
fore my church friends, who onl 
falsely assured me that I was saved. 
No one ever offered to kneel and pray 
with me. Then one wonderful night 
about 8 months ago, I visited a full- 
gospel meeting. I had suffered for 7 
years with a form of epilepsy. which 
is incurable. My sister asked the evan- 
gelist to pray for me, and the power 
of the Lord coursed through my body, 
instantly, perfectly, and miraculously 
healing me. I also received that won- 
derful salvation that melted away all 
doubts. Several days later I made up 
my mind to withdraw from my 
church and join the Church of God. 
This was not any easy decision to 
make, since my husband, many other 
relatives, and almost all the friends I 
had belonged to this church, but I 
knew the Lord was urging me. I made 
my decision and went alone to the lit- 
tle Church of God, where I did not 
know one person. I was richly reward- 
ed by receiving the Holy Ghost that 
very night. My modern church associ- 
ates dropped me, friends criticized 
me, and relatives cried over me. Min- 
isters of my former church visited 
me, pointing out what an error I was 
making, and boldly stating that I was 
lowering myself. But, praise the Lord 
for the Holy Ghost, which is not only 
our shield against the world, but He 
gives us the wisdom to say and do the 
right thing at the proper time and 
place. It seemed like the more I was 
persecuted, the stronger I became. I 
love the Lord and pray that in my 
small, humble way I might serve Him 
who has done so much for me.—Vel- 
ma Newsome. 


ALTOONA, Ala.—I praise the Lord 
for healing me of a back injury. I 
suppose it must have been a dis- 
located vertebra. God is still the same, 
yesterday, today, and forever, and He 
still heals today. I thank Him for 
what He has done for me.—Maudie 
Martin. 


GRANITE FALLS, N. C.—I praise 
God for healing my foot when I got 
it hurt in a car wreck. I praise His 
wonderful name.—Mrs. Nellie Lackey. 





Seven wonderful feature articles 
in next week’s 
EASTER EVANGEL 
Watch for it! 





Question: In Revelation 20:7, 8, I 
read that after the thousand years 
are expired Satan will be loosed again 
and will go out to deceive the nations. 
Why? I should like to have this ex- 
plained. After the thousand years, 
why is he to be released to deceive the 
nations? The Scriptures says, “Satan 
shall be loosed out of his prison.” It 
does not say for how long. Is there 
any way of knowing?—E. J. W., Rome, 
Georgia. 


AT THE CLOSE of the 
tribulation, Satan will be cast into the 
bottomless pit (Revelation 20:1-3) 
and will remain there during the mil- 
lennial reign of Jesus Christ. “And 
when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan will be loosed out of his prison, 
and shall go out to deceive the na- 
tions which are in the four quarters 
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gath- 
er them together to battle: the num- 
ber of whom is as the sand of the sea. 
And they went up on the breadth of 
the earth, and compassed the camp 
of the saints about, and the 
beloved city: and fire came down 
from God out of heaven, and de- 
voured them” (Revelation 20:7-9). 
The reason the devil will be loosed for 
a season is made clear in this quota- 
tion. During the millennium, there 
will be both saved and unsaved 
people on the earth. The unsaved will 
naturally be under subjection to 
righteousness during this period, and 
will not be manifested in their wicked- 
ness. Many of them will, no doubt, 
take on an appearance of righteous- 
ness. Satan will be loosed for a season 
in order to make them manifest as 
the sinners they are. During the thou- 
sand years they will be peaceful be- 
cause they have no other choice, but 
still their hearts will not be true to 
God. As soon as their champion and 
hero, Satan, is loosed from prison, 
they will assert themselves as his fol- 
lowers and as his children, and will 
rally about him to make war on the 
children of God. As soon as these sin- 
ners have asserted themselves as fol- 
lowers of the devil, fire will come from 
heaven to destroy them. If Satan were 
not released, they would mever have 
this opportunity of manifesting that 
they are loyal to him and followers 
of his cause. We do not know how long 
Satan will be loosed out of his prison, 
that is, how long he will be out of the 
bottomless pit before being cast into 
the lake of fire. There is no way of 
determining this. 
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FUNDAMENTALISTS CONSIDER 
NEW BIBLE TRANSLATION 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Colorado 
(EP) At a regional conference of the 
Independent Fundamental Churches 
of America (IFCA), it was disclosed 
that fundamentalists are considering 
making a new translation of the Bible 
to counteract the National Council of 
Churches’ Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible. A letter from the Rev. 
W. O. H. Garman, of Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
vice president of the American Coun- 
cil of Christian Churches, was read to 
the meeting by the Rev. John G. Mat- 
tingly, a member of the executive 
committee of the IFCA. The letter in- 
dicated that plans for a new Bible re- 
vision by fundamentalist scholars 
were under way. 

“You brethren will be interested,” 
the letter said, “to know that Dr. Alva 
J. McClain, president of Grace Theo- 
logical Seminary (Winona Lake, 
Ind.), just informed me that at a 
meeting of the Evangelical Society, 
held at Wheaton College, of faculty 
members from various Christian in- 
stitutions, it was voted to appoint a 
committee of five to investigate the 
possibility of making a new transla- 
tion of the Bible. 

“This translation will.be acceptable 
to those who adhere to the faith once 
delivered; it will be accurate and true 
to the faith, and at the moment the 
possibilities are that it can be done. 

“We should be very much in prayer 
about this matter. There is need for 
such a work to counteract the Nation- 
al Council of Churches’ Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. If it is 
decided to undertake such a revision, 
and a public announcement is made, 
it will shake the world, and also the 
National Council. We also need to be 
in prayer that the right men —_ be 
forthcoming to work on the revision.” 

Later, the delegates went on record 
as rejecting the Revised Standard 
Version and recommended the con- 
tinued use of the King James Version. 

RUSSIA TROUBLED WITH 
“RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS” 

LONDON (EP) Moscow radio has 
been heard to report that “frequent 
observance of religious customs” is be- 
ing noted in many Soviet youths. This 
the radio declares, is an indication o 
the “survival of capitalism” in the 
U.S.S.R. and leads to “serious short- 
comings in education.” The blast 
against capitalism among Soviet 
youth originated in a Soviet paper 
Radyanska Ukraina and was in an 
article directed to the Ukrainian 
Komsomol (Soviet Youth Organiza- 
tion) at the occasion of its fifteenth 
congress at Kiev. 
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THE PRESIDENT AT PRAYER 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) Millions 
of believers were deeply moved when 
President Eisenhower chose to pray 
for divine guidance as his first offi- 
cial act. One congressman said, “I 
could not help thinking whatever he 
does or does not do, his regime will be 
marked by the sincerity of a deeply 
religious man.” 

It is encouraging also to remember 
that President and Mrs. Eisenhower 
quietly joined an evangelical church 
on the first Sunday she was able to be 
away from the White House, and the 
fact that the President accepted the 
invitation of Abraham Vereide to 
breakfast with the International 
Committee for Christian Leadership 
and at that gathering in the presence 
of members of the Supreme Court, 
Senate, and House, gave good testi- 
mony to his faith. It is also true that 
before the inaugural, President Eisen- 
hower counseled several times with 
Billy Graham. Also Mrs. Eisenhower 
has borne testimony to her personal 
vital faith in Christ. Christians have 
a cause to rejoice and all the more 
reason to obey 1 Timothy 2:1-5 with 
respect to our own President, accord- 
ing to a release from Washington of- 
fice of the National Association of 
Evangelicals. 

The abbreviation “A.D.” has been 
abolished by the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries because of its Christian connota- 
tion. Instead of using 500 A.D., for in- 
stance, they will use “the fifth cen- 
tury of our era.” 

Dr. Oscar A. Benson, of aeneres- 
lis, has been elected president of the 
National Lutheran Council. 
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ROMANS, VERSE BY VERSE 


By William R. Newell 


No other Bible teacher of this gen- 
eration has ever taught the gospel of 
the grace of God in quite the same 
way as William R. Newell; no other 
book presents this great foundation 
truth in just the same straightfor- 
ward, heart-searching style. This 
verse-by-verse commentary has found 
a vital place in the working libraries 
of ministers, missionaries and Bible 
students throughout the world and 
testimonies abound to blessing re- 
ceived through the rich, satisfying un- 
folding of the book, considered by 
many as the greatest work of this 
great student of the Word. 577 pages; 
CLOTH COVER Price ce 

CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 

922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. 
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NOTES FROM THE NEWS 


An application by the “Herald of 
Healing” church, by Rev. Jack Coe, 
was denied. permit to erect a $25,000 
building by the Dallas, Texas, City 
Plan Commission, on the grounds that 
the proposed building: seemed de- 
signed more for use as a clinic than 
a church. A member of the commis- 
sion’s engineering staff pointed out at 
a hearing that the building’s te yo 
foot assembly room was too small to 
handle the 700 to 1,000 member con- 
gregation the church claims. 

Beer sales in 1952 hit $4.5 billion. 
The 84,293,646-barrel volume was 1.3 

er cent above 1951. In dollar volume, 

eer sales were about five times that 
of the entire soft-drink industry. 

The Methodist Board of Temper- 
ance is converting the auditorium in 
its headquarters at Washington, D. C., 
into a chapel to be made available to 
all church groups of all denomina- 
tions. Across the street from the Sen- 
ate Office Building, it is said to be the 
only place of worship on Capitol Hill. 
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2500 BEST MODERN 
ILLUSTRATIONS 


By G.B.F. Hallock 


A one-volume library of choice 
myths, fables, legends, suggestions 
from science, art, invention, trav- 
el and exploration, and other gems for 
illustrative use: Being an up-to-date 
ready-reference manual of exemplifi- 
cation for preachers, teachers, plat- 
form speakers, authors, missionaries, 
Bible readers, conference leaders, the 
editorial office, and for home and 
public libraries. Price ........ $1.95 





SPECIAL SALE 


April is designated as the month 
for the sale of two song books and the 
Minister’s Handbook, by E. C. Clark, 
staging one of our greatest sales on 
these three items. 


The GOSPEL PRAISE and SILVER 
TRUMPET song books, as long as they 
last, will sell for 35c a copy, postpaid; 
50 to 100 copies, 30c a copy, postpaid; 
100 copies and up, 25c a copy, post- 
paid. 

The MINISTER’S HANDBOOK, by 
Rev. E. C. Clark, will be sold for 75c 
a copy, postpaid. After this month, if 
any of these books are left, they will 
sell at the regular price. We suggest 
that overseers and pastors take ad- 
vantage of this great sale, for the 
song books count in the contest. 


The Ministers Manual (Doran’s) 

The Volume for this year is a study 
and pulpit guide, also a handbook of 
suggestions and inspiration for pas- 
tors, evangelists, missionaries, Bible 
readers, and all others who are regu- 
larly called on for Christian addresses 
from the pulpit or platform. 
Regular price, $2.75. Now only $2.00, 
plus 12c postage. 

Church of God Publishing House 

Cleveland, Tennessee 
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A SERIES OF BOOKS IN EIGHT VOLUMES 
CAN BE PURCHASED ONE AT A TIME 


Sf amous } by a amous A, sbhéns 
$2.50 per Volume 


Vol. 1—DWIGHT L. MOODY 


Here are the best of his early sermons just as they 
fell from Moody’s lips; not a single word has been 
altered or left out; not a line or phrase “Edited.” This 
is the real Moody; this indeed is Moody speaking. 


Vol. 2—CHARLES H. Spurgeon 

Spurgeon began preaching at the age of sixteen. 
At twenty-five, he built London’s famous Metropolitan 
Tabernacle; it was never large enough. Even when 
travelling he preached to 10,000 eager listeners a week. 
This book includes two particularly inspiring sermons. 


Vol. 3—R. A. TORREY 


The fifteen sermons preserved in this volume, some 
of which have never been previously printed, are 
Dr. Torrey at his preaching best—the product of a 
consecrated logician’s mind, a great Christian heart. 


Vol. 4—SAM JONES 


Here is the original Sam Jones; here is a book not 
“edited,” if by editing you mean changing a preacher’s 
phrases or wetting down his dynamite. He will make 
the reader say, as his listeners said in the days just 
after the Civil War, “Am I like that? Lord, is it I? 


Vol. 5—J. H. JOWETT 

Here are twenty five sermons by one. of the greatest 
preachers in the English-speaking world, selected for 
their basic quality, variety of content, and as best 
illustrative of this preacher’s art. 


Vol. 6—F. B. MEYER 

This volume contains twenty-two addresses, such 
as “The Brooding Spirit,” “God is Near,” and “The 
Quiet Heart,” These sermons are truly “Scriptural 
classics,” Not given to long words, Dr. Meyer spelled 
out his message in a manner that even the young 
could comprehend. 


Vol. 7—T. DeWITT TALMAGE 

These sermons have been culled from the best of 
Talmage’s writings. A few of them were preached in 
his famous Brooklyn Tabernacle, some in Europe, and 
others in cities across the nation. But all bear the 
marks of great sermon craftsmanship. 


Vol. 8—A. J. GORDON 

This volume contains some of the outstanding ser- 
mons which have been made available to the publish- 
ers by Dr. Gordon’s sons. 
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